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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
June 29, 2022 

 
 
Alden Zuhlke, Vice Chair, called the meeting of the Nebraska Environmental Quality Council (EQC) to 
order at approximately 10:00 am, Central Time, June 29, 2022.  The meeting was held virtually and at 
the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE), 245 Fallbrook Blvd Lincoln, NE 68521. 
Public notice of the meeting and scheduled public hearings was published more than 30 days prior to 
the meeting in the Omaha World Herald in accordance with the law and on the NDEE Website.  Mr. 
Zuhlke read a statement at the beginning of the meeting informing the meeting attendees of the 
location of a current copy of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present at roll call were Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bogner, Mr Grams, Mr. Hall, Mr. Hedquist, Ms. Kolterman, 
Mr. Marshall, Mr. Peterson, Ms. Staples, Mr. Stange, Ms. Steidley, and Mr. Zuhlke. Mr. Harder was 
absent. Twelve members were present, constituting a quorum.   
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Bogner noted a correction to be made to the draft minutes. Mr. Marshall made a motion to 
approve the minutes from the March 30, 2022, meeting as corrected. Mr. Peterson seconded the 
motion.  Voting in favor were Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bogner, Mr Grams, Mr. Hall, Mr. Hedquist, Ms. 
Kolterman, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Peterson, Ms. Staples, Mr. Stange, Ms. Steidley, and Mr. Zuhlke. Twelve 
voting yes, the motion carried. 
 
REPORTS OF EQC MEMBERS 
 
None. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Director Macy reported that NDEE continues to develop processes to make compliance easier to 
understand, provide outreach to communities, and to be responsive, helpful, and transparent.   
 
Director Macy went over the 2021 Annual State Energy Report to address questions and interest 
presented at the March 2022 EQC Meeting. 
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Director gave a brief overview of the Intended Use Plan that would be presented today. 
  
Director Macy provided an update on AltEn. 
 
Director’s Report attached. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Election of Vice Chairperson  
Mr. Anderson nominated Mr. Hedquist for Vice Chairperson. Mr. Stange seconded the nomination.  
Mr. Zuhlke made a motion to close the nominations and approve Mr. Hedquist as Vice Chairperson. 
Mr. Stange seconded the motion. Voting in favor were Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bogner, Mr Grams, Mr. Hall, 
Mr. Hedquist, Ms. Kolterman, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Peterson, Ms. Staples, Mr. Stange, Ms. Steidley, and Mr. 
Zuhlke. Abstaining from voting was Mr. Hedquist. Eleven voting yes, the motion carried. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Mr. Zuhlke asked if a date for the next EQC meeting has been decided upon.  Lauren Triplett said a 
meeting has been tentatively scheduled for November 10, 2022.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON 2023 INTENDED USE PLAN AND PROJECT PRIORITY LIST FOR CLEAN 
WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) AND DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND 
(DWSRF) 
 
Annette Kovar, hearing officer, opened the hearing.  The following exhibits were received: 
 

• Order appointing Annette Kovar as Hearing Officer (Exhibit 1) 
• Proof of publication of legal notices (Exhibit 2) 
• 2023 Intended Use Plan and Project Priority List for Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

(CWSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) (Exhibit 3) 
• Amendments to 2023 Intended Use Plan and Project Priority List for Clean Water State 

Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) (Exhibit 4) 
• Nebraska SRF Cash Flow Model (Exhibit 5) 
• Comment Letter from Kate Bolz, USDA Rural Development (Exhibit 6)  
• EPA Region 8Comment Letter (Exhibit 7) 
• Comment Letter from Megan McCollister, Region Administrator, to EQC (Exhibit 8) 
• A copy of the PowerPoint presentation titled, “2023 Intended Use Plan Clean Water & 

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund,” presented by Steve McNulty, State Revolving 
Fund Section Supervisor (Exhibit 9) 
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Steve McNulty, State Revolving Fund Section Supervisor, presented the PowerPoint, Exhibit 4, on the 
proposed Intended Use Plan. 
 
There being no other questions or testimony from the public, Annette Kovar, hearing officer, closed 
the hearing and turned the conduct of the meeting back to the chair. 
 
Mr. Marshal asked how political subdivisions and villages know about the programs available.  Mr. 
McNulty stated that, in the past, the agency leaned on the consulting engineering community to 
communicate the availability, but in the future the agency is going to increase effort to reach out to 
communities. Outreach could include presentations at the SRF road show, various annual conferences, 
or through other virtual presentations. 
 
Mr. Bogner asked if the Build America Buy America Act provision applied to all clean water state 
revolving fund assistant recipients, or if it is it just for the projects that are considered treatment works 
or public water systems. Mr. McNulty stated at that this moment it is going to apply to all recipients.  
He also stated that EPA has not issued final guidance nor does NDEE have terms and conditions that 
will apply to our grant award for Build America Buy America provisions. Mr. McNulty stated that he 
hoped that the Build America Buy America provision could be limited to only the portion of projects 
receiving federal funds. 
 
Mr. Stange inquired about PFAS testing that is going to be at no cost to the communities, and asked if 
the agency considered asking the communities if they have already done some testing.  Mr. McMulty 
stated they are sampling, not to find PFAS, but to confirm that there isn’t and use that as justification 
when PFAS may be regulated, so that we can open up with a nine-year monitoring period and save 
the water systems down to 1/3 of the cost that they would normally have to spend to monitor every 
well that their system has.  He also stated that SRF funds can be used. Mr. Stange stated that in 
Hastings, they have done some pre-sampling to understand how it would impact them and offered 
the results if NDEE needs them. 
 
Mr. Zuhlke asked when a community would no longer be regulated, specifically required to perform 
public water system testing, based on decreasing population.  Mr. McNulty stated that a public water 
system is established when 15 service connections or 25 people, and likewise if there are 14 service 
connections and 24 people, they would not be considered a public water system. Mr. Zuhlke stated 
that he was concerned that communities with 499 people would receive more assistance than those 
with 501 people and wished that threshold could be raised. 
 
Mr. Bogner asked if there was a definition of green infrastructure and what projects qualified. Mr. 
McNulty responded that these types of projects in Nebraska typically consist of installation and 
upgrading of water meters. Mr. McNulty then provided several examples of other green infrastructure 
projects and directed the council to EPA guidance. 
 
Ms. Kolterman made a motion to approve the 2023 Intended Use Plan and Project Priority List for the 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF).  Mr. 
Peterson seconded the motion.  Voting in favor were Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bogner, Mr. Grams, Mr. Hall, 
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Mr. Hedquist, Ms. Kolterman, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Peterson, Ms. Staples, Mr. Stange, Ms. Steidley, and Mr. 
Zuhlke. Twelve voting yes, the motion carried. 
 
Chair Zuhlke adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:40 am. CT. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Jim Macy 
Director 
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