
 

 
 

DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAM 
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

 

TO: All Interested Citizens, Government Agencies and Public Groups 
 

 In accordance with the Nebraska Drinking Water State Revolving Fund environmental review 
process, which is based on the National Environmental Policy Act, an environmental review has been 
performed on the proposed agency action below: 
 

 This information reviews the environmental impact likely from a project.  This project is planned 
to be federally funded wholly or in part through your tax dollars; therefore, you are entitled to take part in 
its review.  If you have concerns about the environmental impact of this project, please provide them at 
this time.  The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) encourages public input in this 
decision-making process. 
 

PROJECT NAME: Hastings Lead Service Line Replacement 
APPLICANT:  Hastings, Nebraska 
COUNTY:  Adams 
POPULATION: 25,152 (2020 estimation) 
DWSRF PROJECT NUMBER:  D311691 
TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT:  $1,742,000 
ESTIMATED LOAN FORGIVENESS:  $1,010,360 
ESTIMATED DWSRF LOAN AMOUNT: $731,640 
 

 The City of Hastings has applied for funding, through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF) program administered by the NDEE to replace approximately 1,600 lead service lines. 
 

 This project was included on the Lead Service Line Replacement Priority Funding List in the 
State Fiscal Year 2023 Intended Use Plan (IUP).  Based on supporting documentation on file with the 
NDEE, this project was determined to be eligible for a 30-year loan at an interest rate of 0.5%. In 
addition, an administrative fee of 0.5% will be assessed.  With a 2020 estimated median household 
income of $52,747, the City is eligible for $1,010,360 loan forgiveness (up to 58.00% of the total project 
cost).  Based on a total estimated project cost of $1,742,000, the City’s total DWSRF loan amount would 
be $731,640.   

The current residential water rate is $14.24 per month with an additional usage charge of $2.15 
per centum cubic foot (approximately 748 gallons) of water usage per month.  The typical long-term 
annual DWSRF Debt Service (including 10% coverage) is $32,915.  Based on 9,848 active service 
connections, residential water rates may need to be raised approximately $0.28 per month to address the 
new debt service.  
 

The proposed project was reviewed for eligibility for a categorical exclusion from National 
Environmental Policy Act review specified in 40 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) Part 6.204.  The 
project meets all criteria described in the above reference and the Department has determined that this 
project is eligible for a categorical exclusion.  Consequently, a preliminary decision has been made that a 
Finding of No Significant Impact will not be prepared.  The project as proposed is solely directed toward 
lead service line replacement.  Justification for categorical exclusion includes:  
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  CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DISTRIBUTION LIST 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
ENERGY 
Amanda Woita 
Office of Public Affairs 
P.O. Box 98922 
Lincoln, NE 68509-8922 

 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Curt Inbody 
P.O. Box 94676 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4676 

 
NEBRASKA GAME & PARKS COMMISSION 
Schuyler Sampson 
P.O. Box 30370 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 
 
DIRECTOR, NEBRASKA STATE  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Jill Dolberg 
P.O. Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68508-2554 
 
STATE OFFICE OF POLICY RESEARCH 
Cheryl Wolff 
Rm 1319, State Capitol 
P.O. Box 94601 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4601 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Aaron Boucher 
P.O. Box 94666 
Lincoln, NE 68509 
 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
JaNae Johnson 
9325 South Alda Road 
Wood River, NE  68883 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Christine Gabriel 
Environmental Coordinator 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226  

 
USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
Ryan Brandt 
Room 308, Federal Building 
100 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Christopher Simmons/Kelly Beard-Tittone 
11201 Renner Blvd 
Mail Code: WWPDWIMB 
Lenexa, KS  66219 
 
STATE CONSERVATIONIST 
Wayne Vanek 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Federal Building, Room 345 
100 Centennial Mall North 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
John Moeschen 
State Program Manager 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Nebraska State Office, Suite 1 
8901 South 154th Street 
Omaha, NE  68138-3621 
 
APPLICANT: 
Brandan Lubken, Water/Sewer Superintendent 
City of Hastings 
1228 North Denver Avenue 
Hastings, NE  68901 
 
LOCAL NEWSPAPER 
Hastings Tribune 
908 W. Second Street 
Hastings, NE 68901 
(Public Information Only not for Public Notice) 
 
LITTLE BLUE NRD 
100 East 6th Street 
P.O. Box 100 
Davenport, NE 68335 
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Figure 1: GIS Map of the City of Hastings 

(“Eligible Areas” shaded in red) 
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